
…No state shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the 
privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor 
shall any state deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, 
without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its 
jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.

14th Amendment, Section 1



A well regulated militia, being necessary to the 
security of a free state, the right of the people to 
keep and bear arms, shall not be infringed.

Second Amendment



United States v. Miller
1939

“In the absence of any evidence tending to show that 
possession or use of a 'shotgun having a barrel of 
less than eighteen inches in length' at this time has 
some reasonable relationship to the preservation or 
efficiency of a well regulated militia, we cannot say 
that the Second Amendment guarantees the right to 
keep and bear such an instrument. ”



“In sum, we hold that the District’s ban on handgun possession in 
the home violates the Second Amendment, as does its prohibition 
against rendering any lawful firearm in the home operable for the 
purpose of immediate self-defense. Assuming that Heller is not 
disqualified from the exercise of Second Amendment rights, the 
District must permit him to register his handgun and must issue 
him a license to carry it in the home.” 

District of Columbia v. Heller
2008



“* * * We are aware of the problem of handgun violence in this country, 
and we take seriously the concerns raised by the many amici who 
believe that prohibition of handgun ownership is a solution. The 
Constitution leaves the District of Columbia a variety of tools for 
combating that problem, including some measures regulating 
handguns…”

District of Columbia v.  Heller



McDonald v . City of Chicago, Illinois
2010

Held that the Second Amendment is incorporated by the 
Fourteenth Amendment’s Due Process Cause, and thus 
applies to the states



Justices Votes
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