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2Russia’s War in Ukraine:  Military and Intelligence Aspects (CRS R47068)
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Europe in February 2022
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Combined arms team — The full 
integration and application of two or 
more arms or elements of one 
Military Service into an operation. 
Joint Publication 1-02,   Department of Defense 
Dictionary of Military and Associated Terms



Russian Military Build-up – Belarus

5https://www.rferl.org/a/satellite-photos-russia-ukraine-troop-buildup/31662944.html



Russian Military Build-up – Crimea

6https://www.rferl.org/a/satellite-photos-russia-ukraine-troop-buildup/31662944.html



24 February 2022 Russian Attack on Ukraine

• Full-scale military invasion:  “special military operation” to 
protect the civilian population and to “demilitarize” and 
”de-Nazify” Ukraine
• Goals:
• Take possession of Ukraine
• Remove Ukraine President Zelensky from power
• Place a puppet government in Kyiv
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“Russia’s War in Ukraine:  Military and Intelligence Aspects,” Congressional Research Service report R47068, Updated February 13, 2023

Lieutenant Colonel Amos C. Fox, US Army, “Reflections on Russia’s 2022 Invasion of Ukraine:  Combined Arms Warfare, the Battalion Tactical Group, and Wars in a Fishbowl,” 
The Association of the United States Army Land Warfare Paper 149, September 2022
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Battle of Antonov Airport
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Antonov AN-225 Mriya

10UR:  Marco McGinty/Alamy Stock Photo
LL:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antonov_An-225_Mriya#/media/File:50_днів_активного_спротиву_окупанту_02.jpg  _________



Russian Kyiv Convoy
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Attack on Kyiv

12https://www.reuters.com/world/pentagon-cant-independently-confirm-atrocities-ukraines-bucha-official-says-2022-04-04/



Atrocities in Bucha

13https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/ukrainian-street-corpse-with-hands-bound-bullet-wound-head-2022-04-03/
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Battle for Kharkiv
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Snake Island

17https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-61141118

13 April 2022Ukrainian R-260 Neptune anti-ship missile

Snake Island

Ukrainian R-360 Neptune anti-ship missile

Russian missile cruiser Moskva
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Initial Russian Advance

18Institute for the Study of War



Apparent Change in Russian Strategy

19Institute for the Study of War



Beginning of Static Defense
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Bakhmut

Institute for the Study of War



Battle of Bakhmut

21

20 inches

MPL-50



Bakhmut

223rd Assault Brigade / Ukrainian Armed Forces Press Service/Handout via REUTERS



Bakhmut

23Reuters, May 21, 2023. via 93rd Kholodnyi Yar Separate Mechanized Brigade of the Ukrainian Armed Forces



Kerch Bridge Attacked (October 8, 2022)

24CNN



14 March 2023 Mid-air Collision

25
Map:  USA Today, https://www.usatoday.com/story/graphics/2023/03/14/russian-jet-collides-us-drone-black-sea/11472161002/
Su-27:  CNN, https://www.cnn.com/2023/03/16/politics/us-military-video-drone-russian-jet/index.html
MQ-9:  NBC, https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/national-security/russian-jet-harasses-collides-us-reaper-drone-black-sea-rcna74910

US MQ-9 
Reaper

Russian Su-27 
Flanker



Missile Attacks Beginning March 2023
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Indiscriminate Russian Missile Attacks

27Bernat Armangue / Associated Press
https://newspaper.pressherald.com/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&pubid=7197fe86-8d61-4e68-b9e9-94d7dbb2ffb5

April 28, 2023
Associated Press



Hypersonic Missile Attack on Kyiv
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May 15, 2023

Reuters/Gleb Granich, https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/air-defence-systems-repelling-attacks-ukraine-early-tuesday-officials-2023-05-
16/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=Newsletter&utm_campaign=Daily-Briefing&utm_term=051623



Border Incursion – May 2023
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Reuters, https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/cross-border-incursions-ukraine-may-stretch-russian-defences-2023-05-
24/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=Newsletter&utm_campaign=Daily-Briefing&utm_term=052423

NBC News, Russian Defense Ministry / EPA via Shutterstock

(“Free Russian Legion?”)



Sabotage Attacks
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BBC, 1 May 2023, Bryansk, Russia



Russian Defensive Fortification in Ukraine

31https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/russia-digs-ukraine-prepares-attack-2023-04-27/



Dragons’  Teeth and Hedgehogs
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https://www.popsci.com/technology/czech-hedgehog-tank-trap-ukraine/

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/nov/08/russia-installs-dragons-teeth-blocks-in-shift-to-more-defensive-warfare



Backup Slides
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Equipment Described by Pavel Filatyev
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Vitaly V. Kuzmin 

KAMAZ short-wheelbase for AirborneUAZ light truck 

Konflikty.pl

82mm Mortar

Kerim 44

BTR – Armored Reconnaissance Vehicle

Vitaly V. Kuzmin 

AK-74M

Srebenekaka

RPG-7

Michel Manas



More Equipment…
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Tigr Infantry Mobility Vehicle

Mike 1979 Russia

BMD-2 

Vitaly V. Kuzmin 

Utyos heavy machinegun

https://utyos.zkmk.kz



Definitions

special operations — Operations conducted in hostile, 
denied, or politically sensitive environments to achieve 
military, diplomatic, informational, and/or economic 
objectives employing military capabilities for which there 
is no broad conventional force requirement. These 
operations often require covert, clandestine, or low 
visibility capabilities.  (Joint Terms and Definitions) 

denazify.  verb.  remove the Nazi influence from (an area or 
institution).  (Oxford Dictionary)
• Nazism:  a form of fascism, with disdain for liberal democracy 

and the parliamentary system.  (Wikipedia)

demilitarize.  verb.  remove all military forces from (an 
area).  (Oxford Dictionary)
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