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Houlton Grange at its regular meeting held March 11th, 1944 
unanimously went on record as opposed to the sending of 
German prisoners of war to the Houlton Air Base for use in the 
woods or on farms for the following reasons:

• Escape would cause troublesome international 
complications. 

• Not enough guard support. Residents kept in “state of terror.” 
• They will sabotage the air base and woods. 
• They don’t speak English and are from cities. 
• 48 hour weeks aren’t enough. 70 or 80 hour weeks needed.  





“As we see it from our observations during the past week, 
and of course we could be wrong, the question pretty 
much resolves itself into a decision of whether we are 
going to have labor under guard, labor against which the 
community would have no protection during non-working 
hours, or no labor at all and suffer the consequences.” 
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