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Bureau Under the Secretary of State

▪ Archives Services and Records Management divisions

▪ State records:  Permanent and Non-Permanent material

▪ 100 million pages and counting…

WHO WE ARE:



 Executive

▪ Governor’s Office

▪ Executive Council

 Legislative

▪ Enacted Laws of Maine

▪ Legislative Graveyard

▪ Committee Files

 Judicial

 Other State Agencies

WHAT WE HOLD



 European exploration

▪ Baxter Rare Maps

 Colonization / Revolution

▪ Early statehood

▪ Land Office surveys

 Expansion (1800-1861)

▪ Wabanaki documents

▪ African-American history in 
Maine

▪ County Atlases

 Civil War & Reconstruction

 Industrialization & 
Immigration

▪ Alien Registrations 1940

▪ Vital Records, Census

▪ Trademarks

 Native American policy

▪ Indian Affairs  & Land 
Claims

 Emergence of Modern 
America
▪ Suffrage

▪ World War I – Present Day

TIMELINE OF MAINE HISTORY



Civil War 

Collection

 One of the most comprehensive collections, including:

 More than 3000 photographs online

 180,000 + pieces of correspondence

 14,700 pages of muster rolls 



PRELUDE TO WAR



An Act of Defiance in 51 Feet



THE “JULIA AREY”



FREDERICK DRINKWATER

https://w2pcms.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2023/02/Abbot-Devereux-slaver-ship-schematic-1024x288.jpg


The Civil War wasn’t universally supported in Maine, largely 

because much of the state’s shipping industry depended on 

southern ports.

MONEY FLOW = MAINE DEPENDENCY



November 

1860

LINCOLN & 

HAMLIN 

WIN THE 

VOTE



December 1860 

Davis Tillson of 

Rockland files his 

final annual report 

as Adjutant General

“UNPREPARED FOR 

CONFLICT”



“…THE UNION 
HERETOFORE EXISTING 

BETWEEN THIS STATE 
AND THE OTHER STATES 
OF NORTH AMERICA IS 

DISSOLVED…” 

South Carolina 

Secedes

December 20, 

1860



 75000 troops to restore the union

 Maine = 10 regiments

▪ 10 companies

▪ 100 soldiers each

 2nd Maine was the first regiment to leave Maine for the war

 The 1st Maine Infantry Regiment had been delayed by 
measles 

PRESIDENT LINCOLN ISSUES THE CALL



John 

Hodsdon

Steps Up



“TOTALLY UNFIT FOR SERVICE IN THE 

FIELD”



Carrot

&

Stick

"…[YOUR REPORT] WHICH IN ADDITION TO ITS 
VALUE FOR PRESENT REFERENCE, MAY IN 

FUTURE BE OF MATERIAL IMPORTANCE TO THE 
SOLDIERS IN SECURING THEIR RIGHTS AND 

DUES FROM THE GOVERNMENT." 

"[I] SHALL NOTIFY YOU … OF THE DEFICIENCY 
AND WITHHOLD ANY COMMISSIONS AND 

PROMOTIONS IN YOUR COMMAND, UNTIL THE 
RETURN IS RECEIVED."



"TWISTING, SPOOLING, SPINNING, 

DOFFING, AND QUILLING”



July 1863

THE TURNING POINT



"After two hours f ighting … our loss  

had been so great and the remaining 

men were so much exhausted & 

having f ired al l  the cartr idges we 

could gather from the scattered 

boxes of  the fa l len around us,  fr iend 

& foe,  I  saw no way left  but to take 

the offensive & accordingly  we 

charged on the enemy –  trying "cold 

steel"  on them“

 

“FIX BAYONETS”





 In  November,  Mary Bowen writes  

to Maine Adjutant General  John 

Hodsdon wanting more information 

regarding her son’s  death,  and what 

disease that ki l led him. 

 More than 4,500 Maine soldiers  
died of  disease;  another 2,800 
died of  wounds

THE HOMEFRONT



THE DREADED DRAFT

By October of 1863, Civil War had raged for two and a half 

years – longer than anyone had anticipated. 

In August, President Abraham Lincoln called for 300,000 
more volunteers for the Union army. Maine was expected 
to provide about 9,000 of that number. Maine Adjutant 
General John Hodsdon knew that reaching the quota 
would be difficult. 



Lewis 
Mudgett

2nd Maine 
Infantry,

80 th USCT,

86 th USCT

IN AT THE 

FIRST…



THE COST OF WAR



Digital 
Maine

www.digital
maine.com

http://www.digitalmaine.com/
http://www.digitalmaine.com/


ARCHIVES.MAINE.GOV



FAMILYSEARCH.ORG



WHAT QUESTIONS DO 

YOU HAVE?



Heather Moran is the Head of Archives Services at 
the Maine State Archives. She has been a knowledge 
caretaker for almost 20 years. 

Former president of the Association of Maine 
Archives & Museums, Heather is the co-chair of the 
NEA Teaching with Primary Sources Roundtable. 

In her dwindling spare time, she is a nomad and trail 
sprite, usually found wandering where the wild 
things are. 

207-287-5789

Heather.Moran@maine.gov
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