
THE CONSTITUTION AND SLAVERY 
 
 
ARTICLE I 
Section 2 
 
Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the several States 
which may be included within this Union, according to their respective Numbers, 
which shall be determined by adding to the whole Number of free Persons, 
including those bound to Service for a Term of Years, and excluding Indians not 
taxed, three fifths of all other Persons. The actual Enumeration shall be made within 
three Years after the first meeting of… 
 
ARTICLE IV 
Section 2 
 
No person held to service or labor in one state, under the laws thereof, escaping 
into another, shall, in consequence of any law or regulation therein, be discharged 
from such service or labor, but shall be delivered up on claim of the party to whom 
such service or labor may be due. 
 
ARTICLE I 
Section 9 
 
The migration or importation of such persons as any of the states now existing shall 
think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the year one 
thousand eight hundred and eight, but a tax or duty may be imposed on such 
importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each person. 
 
 
I congratulate you, fellow citizens, on the approach of the period at which  you 
may interpose your authority constitutionally, to withdraw the citizens of the 
United States from all further participation in those violations of human rights, 
which have been so long continued on the unoffending inhabitants of Africa; and 
which the morality, the reputation, and the best interests of our country have long 
been eager to prescribe. 
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international slave 
trade (1806) 


