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Bk 1. “The king Tarquinius not a bad general in war. Indeed, he would have equalled in this 
art the kings who had gone before him, if his degeneracy in other things had not also 
dimmed his glory here. It was he who began the war with the Volsci which was to last more 
than two hundred years after his time, and took Suessa Pometia from them by storm. There, 
having sold oft the booty and raised forty talents of silver, he conceived the project of a 
temple of Jupiter so magnificent that it should be worthy of the king of gods and men, the 
Roman empire, and the majesty of the site itself. The money from the captured city he put 
aside to build this temple.” 

“LV. Having got possession of Gabii, [Sextus] Tarquinius [last king of Rome] made peace with 
the Aequian nation and renewed the treaty with the Etruscans. He next turned his attention 
to affairs in the city. Here his first concern was to build a temple of Jupiter on the Tarpeian 
Mount1 to stand as a memorial of his reign and of his name, testifying that of the two 
Tarquinii, both kings, the father had made the vow and the son had fulfilled it. And that the 
site might be free from all other religious claims and belong wholly to Jupiter and his 
temple, which was building there, he determined to annul the consecration of several fanes 
and shrines which had been first vowed by King Tatius at the crisis of the battle against 
Romulus, and had afterwards been consecrated and inaugurated. At the very time when he 
began this task the gods are said to have exerted their power to show the magnitude of this 
mighty empire. For whereas the birds permitted that the consecrations of all the other 
shrines should be rescinded, they refused their consent for the shrine of Terminus. This 
omen and augury was thus construed : the fact that the seat of Terminus was not moved, 
and that of all the gods he alone was not called away from the place consecrated to him, 
meant that the whole kingdom would be firm and steadfast. When this auspice of 
permanence had been received, there followed another prodigy foretelling the grandeur of 
their empire. A human head, its features intact, was found, so it is said, by the men who 
were digging for the foundations of the temple. This appearance plainly foreshowed that 
here was to be the citadel of the empire and the head of the world, and such was the 
interpretation of the soothsayers.”  

“LVI. Being intent upon completing the temple, the king called in workmen from every 
quarter of Etruria, and used for this purpose not only the state funds but labourers drawn 
from the commons. This work was far from light in itself, and was added to their military 
service. Yet the plebeians felt less abused at having to build with their own hands the 
temples of the gods, than they did when they came to be transferred to other tasks also, 
which, while less in show, were yet rather more laborious. I mean the erection of seats in 
the circus, and the construction underground of the Great Sewer, as a receptacle for all the 
offscourings of the City,—two works for which the new splendour of these days has scarcely 
been able to produce a match. After making the plebeians toil at these hard tasks, the king 
felt that a populace which had now no work to do was only a burden to the City; he wished, 
moreover, by sending out settlers, to extend the frontiers of his dominions. 



“The temple of Jupiter on the Capitol had not yet been dedicated. Valerius and Horatius the 
consuls drew lots to determine which should do it. Horatius [hero of the battle of Pons 
Sublicius agaist the Etruscan army led by Lars Porsena of Clusium, 509 BC in support of the 
deposed Tarquinius. [Cf. Macaulay’s poem of 1842] received the lot, and Publicola set out to 
conduct the war against the Veientes. With more bitterness than was reasonable, the 
friends of Valerius resented that the dedication of so famous a temple should be given to 
Horatius. They tried in all sorts of ways to hinder it, but their schemes all came to naught. 
Finally, when the consul's hand was on the door-post and he was in the midst of his prayers 
to the gods, they broke in upon the ceremony with the evil tidings that his son was dead, 
averring that whilst the shadow of death was over his house he could not dedicate a temple. 
Whether he did not believe the news to be true, or possessed great fortitude, we are not 
informed with certainty, nor is it easy to decide. Without permitting himself to be diverted 
from his purpose by the message, further than to order that the body should be buried, he 
kept his hand upon the doorpost, finished his prayer, and dedicated the temple.” 

 


