
Suetonius, The Twelve Caesars, 1st C. AD  

Julius Caesar 

XXVI “When the tribunes of the people wanted Caesar to stand as Pompey’s colleague, 
Caesar asked whether they would not persuade the commons to let him do so without 
visiting Rome; his governorship of Gaul, he wrote, was nearly at an end, and he preferred 
not to leave until his conquests had been completed.  
Their granting of this concession so fired Caesar’s ambitions that he neglected no expense in 
winning popularity, both as a private citizen and as a candidate for his second consulship. He 
began building a new Forum with the spoils taken in Gaul, and paid more than a million gold 
pieces for the site alone.”  
 
XXXIX. The spectacles he exhibited to the people were of various kinds; namely, a combat of 
gladiators, and stage-plays in the several wards of the city, and in different languages; 
likewise Circensian games, wrestlers, and the representation of a sea-fight. In the conflict of 
gladiators presented in the Forum, Furius Leptinus, a man of praetorian family, entered the 
lists as a combatant, as did also Quintus Calpenus, formerly a senator, and a pleader of 
causes.  
 

Caesar Augustus 

XV: “After the capture of Perusia [Augustus] took vengeance on many, meeting all attempts 
to beg for pardon or to make excuses with the one reply, "You must die." Some write that 
three hundred men of both orders were selected from the prisoners of war and sacrificed 
on the Ides of March like so many victims at the altar raised to the Deified Julius.”  

XXVIII. Since the city was not adorned as the dignity of the empire demanded, and was 
exposed to flood and fire, he so beautified it that he could justly boast that he had found it 
built of brick and left it in marble. He made it safe too for the future, so far as human 
foresight could provide for this.  

XXXIX. He built many public works, in particular the following: his forum with the temple of 
Mars the Avenger, the temple of Apollo on the Palatine, and the fane of Jupiter the 
Thunderer on the Capitol. His reason for building the forum was the increase in the number 
of the people and of cases at law, which seemed to call for a third forum, since two were no 
longer adequate. Therefore it was opened to the public with some haste, before the temple 
of Mars was finished, and it was provided that the public prosecutions be held there apart 
from the rest, as well as the selection of jurors by lot. 2 He had made a vow to build the 
temple of Mars in the war of Philippi, which he undertook to avenge his father; accordingly 
he decreed that in it the senate should consider wars and claims for triumphs, from it those 
who were on their way to the provinces with military commands should be escorted,31 and 
to it victors on their return should bear the tokens of their triumphs. 3 He reared the temple 
of Apollo in that part of his house on the Palatine for which the soothsayers declared that 
the god had shown his desire by striking it with lightning. He joined to it colonnades with 
Latin and Greek libraries, and when he was getting to be an old man he often held meetings 
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of the senate there as well, and revised the lists of jurors. He dedicated the  p169 shrine to 
Jupiter the Thunderer because of a narrow escape; for on his Cantabrian expedition during a 
march by night, a flash of lightning grazed his litter and struck the slave dead who was 
carrying a torch before him. 4 He constructed some works too in the name of others, his 
grandsons and nephew to wit, his wife and his sister, such as the colonnade and basilica of 
Gaius and Lucius; also the colonnades of Livia and Octavia, and the theatre of Marcellus. 
More than that, he often urged other prominent men to adorn the city with new 
monuments or to restore and embellish old ones, each according to his means. 5 And many 
such works were built at that time by many men; for example, the temple of Hercules and 
the Muses by Marcius Philippus, the temple of Diana by Lucius Cornificius, the Hall of Liberty 
by Asinius Pollio, the temple of Saturn by Munatius Plancus, a theatre by Cornelius Balbus, 
an amphitheatre by Statilius Taurus, and by Marcus Agrippa in particular many magnificent 
structures.  
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