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*This book furthers the story of the American Nations, a narrative history of three Americans who lived
through the formative period of the United States, roughly 1800 to 1890. One is a New Englander from
Puritan stock who became one of our greatest historians; the second is a South Carolinian who became a
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Hansi Lo Wang, NPR, 11/18/23. https://www.npr.org/2023/11/18/1194448925/congress-
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Inflation/Wealth/Money/Capitalism

Half of recent US inflation is due to high corporate profits, report finds: ThinkTank report says

"resounding evidence" shows companies continue to keep profits high even as their inflationary
costs_ drop, Tom Perkins, The Guardian, 1/19/24.

https://www.theguardian.com/business/2024/jan/19/us-inflation-caused-by-corporate-profits

Astra Taylor's age of insecurity: The activist and writer see capitalism as an insecurity-
producing machine, The New Yorker, 9/24/23.
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Guardian, 10/7/23. https://www.theguardian.com/inequality/2023/oct/07/angus-deaton-interview-
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Guardian, 9/16/23. https://www.theguardian.com/business/2023/sep/16/us-economy-inflation-
wages-salaries-recession
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Jesse "The Body" Ventura's shocking election 25 years ago previewed Trump's, Frederic J.
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The Growing Peril of National Conservatism: It’s dangerous and it’s spreading. Liberals need
to find a way to stop it, The Economist, 2/15/24.
https://www.economist.com/leaders/2024/02/15/the-growing-peril-of-national-conservatism

Tracing the rise of Christian nationalism, from Trump to the Alabama Supreme Court, NPR
interview with Brad Onishi, Fresh Air, hosted by Terri Gross, 2/29/2024.
https://www.npr.org/2024/02/29/1234843874/tracing-the-rise-of-christian-nationalism-from-

trump-to-the-ala-supreme-court
* terrifying

Opinion: Why religion is becoming an even stronger force within the Republican Party, Perry
Bacon, Jr. The Washington Post, 4/16/24.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2024/04/16/religion-politics-republicans-abortion-

trump/

Logical fallacies: Seven ways to spot a bad argument, Amanda Ruggeri, BBC online, 7/12/24.
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20240709-seven-ways-to-spot-a-bad-argument

The Most Dangerous Law in America, Joseph Nunn, Democracy Journal.org, 6/18/24.

https://democracyjournal.org/magazine/73/the-most-dangerous-law-in-america/
*About the Insurrection Act.

Political Polarization

Science is revealing why American politics are so intensely polarized. Political psychologists say
they see tribalism intensifying, fueled by contempt for the other side. Joel Achenbach,
Washington Post, 1/20/24. https://wapo.st/3Sps7K

* Fascinating: tribal, emotional, fixed, cemented by one-sided media, winner-take-all; 1954 Boy Scout
experiment, Trump is the best at manipulating his tribe

The US capital riot was years in the making: Here's why Americans are so divided, lan
Bremmer, Time, 1/16/21. https://news.yahoo.com/u-capitol-riot-years-making-163051948.html

2020 taught us we're divided. So what? Kate Gundersen, Harvard Political Review, 7/20/21.
https://harvardpolitics.com/2020-divided/

There's another Christian Movement that's changing our politics. It has nothing to do with
whiteness or nationalism, John Blake, CNN, 11/13/23.
https://www.cnn.com/2023/11/13/us/social-gospel-movement-uaw-strike-blake-cec/index.html

Opinion: Democracy faces two threats. Trump is only one of them. E,J. Dionne, Jr.., The
Washington Post, 11/26/23. https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2023/11/26/voting-
rights-eighth-circuit-democracy-trump/

Here's why Americans have always been divided, Dora Mekouar, VOANews, 7/4/20.
https://www.voanews.com/a/usa all-about-america heres-why-americans-have-always-been-
divided/6192138.html

Opinion. How the diploma divide came to dominate American politics, Jason Willick, The
Washington Post, 10/1/23.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2023/10/01/understanding-electorate-diploma-divide/

Where we build homes helps explain America's political divide, Andrew Van Dam, The
Washington Post, 11/24/23. https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2023/11/24/counties-
building-new-housing/

Stanford researcher explores sources of America's political divide In new book, Alex
Shashkevich, Interviewing Mugambi Jouet, Stanford News, 4/4/17.
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https://news.stanford.edu/press-releases/2017/04/03/stanford-expert-examines-roots-americas-
divide/

Why is America so divided? Researchers find fake news about controversial topics contributes
to political polarization, Emily Gersema, University of Southern California, 11/23/21.
https://today.usc.edu/why-is-america-divided/

How Americans got mean, David Brooks, The Atlantic, 8/14/23.
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2023/09/us-culture-moral-education-
formation/674765/

What is left? Rebecca Solnit on the perennial divisions of the American left, MSN, 2/23/24,
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/opinion/what-is-left-rebecca-solnit-on-the-perennial-divisions-
of-the-american-left/ar-BB1jdSi8

Opinion: Indiana is revealing the real consequences of one-party rule — competition, always
and everywhere, fosters competition, Mitch Daniels, The Washington Post, June 18, 2024.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2024/06/18/republicans-democrats-one-party-state-
rule/

Opinion: We have a radical democracy. Will Trump voters destroy it? Robert Kagan, The
Washington Post, April 24, 2024.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2024/04/24/trump-tyranny-christian-nationalist-

democracy/

The 2024 Election

The Democrats are their own worst enemies, Pamela Paul, The New York Times, 11/2/23.
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/02/opinion/democrats-elite-judis-teixeira.html

Letters from an American newsletter, Heather Cox Richardson, 11/13/23

(on Trump's Veteran's Day Speech).
https://heathercoxrichardson.substack.com/p/november-13-2023?utm_source=publication-
search

The conspiracy to end America review: Trump and the fascist threat, Lloyd Green, The
Guardian, 10/15/23.
https://www.pressreader.com/australia/the-quardian-australia/20231016/282097756368770

Change is coming. The question is: what kind of change will it be? Bernie Sanders, The
Guardian, 11/30/23. https://www.sanders.senate.gov/op-eds/change-is-coming-the-question-is-
what-kind-of-change-will-it-be/

Opinion. A Trump dictatorship is increasingly inevitable. We should stop pretending, Robert
Kagan, The Washington Post, 12/1/23.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2023/11/30/trump-dictator-2024-election-robert-

kagan/

Rep. Ro Khanna has a Reminder for Democrats: Americans love money, Ro Khanna, The New
York Times, 12/1/23. https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2023/12/17/magazine/ro-khanna-
interview.html
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Opinion: How the paradoxes of class will shape the 2024 election, E.J. Dionne, Jr., The
Washington Post, 3/4/24. hitps://www.dailycamera.com/2024/03/08/opinion-e-j-dionne-how-
paradoxes-of-class-will-shape-the-2024-election/

Trump wants to abandon Ukraine. Will America First Win?, Robert Kagan, The Washington
Post, 3/29/24. https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2024/03/28/robert-kagan-trump-
ukraine-america-first-isolationism/

Biden is Breaking Campaign Rule No. 1. And it just might work, Felicia Wong, The New York
Times, 3/27/24. https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/27/opinion/biden-tax-wealthy.html

Race & Identity

Opinion: Our true feelings about race and identity are revealed in six words,
Michele Norris, The Washington Post, 1/11/24.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/interactive/2024/race-identity-michele-norris-hidden-

conversations-race-card-project/
* Really interesting

Supreme Court

Supreme Court poised to appoint federal judges to run the US
economy, Robert B. Hubbell, Today's Edition Newsletter, 1/18/24.
https://roberthubbell.substack.com/p/supreme-court-poised-to-appoint-federal

Trump v. Biden Performance

Ten charts compare Joe Biden's record with Donald Trump's
Who comes out better? The Economist, 1/20/24. https://www.economist.com/graphic-
detail/2024/01/05/ten-charts-compare-joe-bidens-record-with-donald-trumps

Biden's economy vs. Trump's in 12 charts, Abha Bhattarai, The Washington Post, 12/23/23
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2023/12/23/trump-biden-us-economy-compared/

Donald Trump poses the biggest danger to the world in 2024, The Economist, 11/17/23.
https://www.economist.com/leaders/2023/11/16/donald-trump-poses-the-biggest-danger-to-the-
world-in-2024

Opinion: How Trump fills a void in an increasingly secular America, Fareed Zakaria, The
Washington Post, 4/524. https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2024/04/05/trump-religion-
secularism-authoritarian-populism/

Who Are We Americans Now? And who will we be under Trump?, Paul Star, The American
Prospect. 12/19/16. https://prospect.org/power/americans-now/

Opinion: We have a radical democracy. Will Trump voters destroy it?, Robert Kagan, The
Washington Post, 4/24/24. https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2024/04/24/trump-
tyranny-christian-nationalist-democracy/

INTERESTING RESOURCES

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/a-brief-history-of-the-united-states-accents-and-
dialects-180983591/?ref=thebrowser.com
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2024/04/05/trump-religion-secularism-authoritarian-populism/
https://prospect.org/power/americans-now/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2024/04/24/trump-tyranny-christian-nationalist-democracy/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2024/04/24/trump-tyranny-christian-nationalist-democracy/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/a-brief-history-of-the-united-states-accents-and-dialects-180983591/?ref=thebrowser.com
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/a-brief-history-of-the-united-states-accents-and-dialects-180983591/?ref=thebrowser.com

* Great article on accents

https://www.vox.com/2015/3/3/8053521/25-maps-that-explain-english

* Video on American regional accents

The Moth Radio Hour, Live From Dayton, Story by Jackie Andrews, "Feedlot Calves," 11/17/20.

Starts: 21:46. https://themoth.org/stories/feedlot-calves
* A terrific story about set in Nebraska; resilience, doing without help, not needing
government, but no ducking responsibilities, etc.

The Way-Too-Vibrant History of llliberalism, from Skipped_History
(skippedhistory@substack.com) - discussion with Professor Stephen Hahn, author of /lliberal
America: A History. https://skippedhistory.substack.com/p/the-way-too-vibrant-history-of-
american-e12

* This is a really interesting interview by Ben Tumin with Professor Hahn. If you want
to understand an important thread that has been part of our history from at least the
founding of the republic, and is very much driving events of today, this is a place to start.
| have not yet read the book, but | will eventually.

Are we living through the most revolutionary period in history? Fareed Zakaria says yes. But it's
not just political revolution — it's economic, technological, even emotional. He doesn’t offer easy
solutions but he does offer some hope. From Freakonomics Radio.

https://freakonomics.com/podcast/season-13-episode-34/
* This is so interesting; | listened to it several times. He book is worth reading (see above).



https://www.vox.com/2015/3/3/8053521/25-maps-that-explain-
https://themoth.org/stories/feedlot-calves
mailto:skippedhistory@substack.com
https://skippedhistory.substack.com/p/the-way-too-vibrant-history-of-american-e12
https://skippedhistory.substack.com/p/the-way-too-vibrant-history-of-american-e12
https://freakonomics.com/podcast/season-13-episode-34/
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