A Self-Guided Nature Tour
of Merrymeeting Bay

Terry Porter
Midcoast Senior College
Fall 2024

A Natural History Introduction to Merrymeeting Bay
With Walks in Five Preserves that Touch the Bay



Butler Head Preserve, Bath
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Butler Head Preserve, Bath
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Kiosk at Butler Head first parking lot




Wildflower field at Butler Head




Butler Head Ecosystem Management Plan
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About Trees and Forests

Eumpunentﬁ of a Forest
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About Trees &
Mycelium 1n Forest Soil
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Maine Forest Products Industry

Waood Products Exparts by Incdustry [EMlilliens), 2022
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Tree Community Types at Butler Head

Northern oak — pine (mixed) forest

12



Butler Head:
Tree Communities and Trail Map
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Maple sap collection tubing
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Maple Sugaring

Clockwise from above: gathering sap with buckets;
the traditional sugar house; the wood-fired
evaporator; pouring off the finished syrup.
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Riparian Zones

Special habitat features, such as snags and nest trees,
i can be incorporated into riparian zone
and wetland management

Vegetation structure
creates multiple
layers and edges
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Figure 2. Riparian zones and wetlands are valuable for
many reasons, including wildlife habitat.

16



Healthy Riparian Zone

Riparizn zone | Aguatic cane
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Butler Cove — A Riparian Zone
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