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A Natural History Introduction to Merrymeeting Bay 

With Walks in Five Preserves that Touch the Bay

1



3

Butler Head Preserve, Bath
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Two Headlands: 
Butler Head and Thorne Head
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Butler Head Preserve, Bath
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Kiosk at Butler Head first parking lot 



7

Wildflower field at Butler Head
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Butler Head Ecosystem Management Plan 
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About Trees and Forests
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About Trees &
Mycelium in Forest Soil
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Maine Forest Products Industry
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Tree Community Types at Butler Head

Northern hardwood forest

Northern conifer (softwood) forest

Northern oak – pine (mixed) forest
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Butler Head: 
Tree Communities and Trail Map

Orange = Hardwoods; yellow = Softwoods; Red = Mixed 
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Maple sap collection tubing



Maple Sugaring
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Clockwise from above: gathering sap with buckets; 
the traditional sugar house; the wood-fired 
evaporator; pouring off the finished syrup.
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Riparian Zones



17

Healthy Riparian Zone
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Butler Cove – A Riparian Zone
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