
Minos Daedalus Icarus  

Royal Cuckold  

Master Builder  

Flight Risk 

Metamorphoses IV, 1  



The god Hephaistos invented automata  

in his celestial workshop. 

Daedalus was the first mortal to create  

robots, human forms of metal  

who could open their eyes and 

move their arms and legs around.  

FROM DIRECT OBJECTS TO SUBJECTS, IN THIRTY-FIVE HUNDRED 

YEARSMYTH: Daedalus created robots in the image of humans;  

REALITY: Now robots are creating 3-D human images.  



https://www.cbsnews.com/news/robots-future-of-sculpture-some-artists-embrace-change-others-push-back-60-minutes-transcript
/  
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Daedalus’s name > daidala (Gk.): artful works   

Pasiphaë’s wooden cow; Minos’s labyrinth; Ariadne’s thread;  

wings for human flight; automata; k.t.l. 

Minoan Civilization Crete  

C. 3000 BCE - 1100 BCE 

Snake Goddess (C. 1600 BCE)  



Minoan Cult of the Bull 

Bull Leaper (c. 1500 BCE)  



Bull rhyton





The Minotaur  

Athens   

(c. 515 BCE)  

Inscription:  

“The Boy Is Beautiful” 



 


