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A. BARTLETT GIAMATTI 

of this (partial) circle denotes the g,rnss line running from 

foul line to foul line at the outer infield or innermost outfield. 

The bases are rectangular, fifteen inches square. The foul 

lines extend from the tip of home plate along the sides of the 

ninety-foot square to first and third. These perpendicular 

lines theoretically extend to infinity. In fact, since June 1, 

1958, they are obliged to extend at least 325 feet until their 

path is interrupted by a fence (just as there must be a mini­

mum of four hundred feet in the line from home plate to the 

center-field fence). 

How to characterize the structural principles grounding 

this game? Squares containing circles containing rectangles; 

precision in counterpoint with passion; order compressing 

energy. The potentially universal square, whose two sides are 

foul (actually fair) lines, partially contains the circle, whose 

radius is at least four hundred feet and whose perimeter is 

the circle of the fence from foul line to foul line, which con­

tains the circle of the outer infield grass, which contains the 

square of the diamond, containing the circle of the pitcher's 

mound and squares of the three bases. The circle of the 

A GREAT AND GLORIOUS GAME 

mound contains the rectangle of the pitcher's slab and faces 

the circle of the home-plate area, which contains the rectan­

gles of the batter's boxes and the area for umpire and catcher. 

At the center of this circle, and existing in eternal tension 

with the pitcher's rectangle- seemingly the center of such 

power, of so many dimensions -is the source of the macro 

dimensions, the point of reference for all the medium and the 

larger geometric shapes, the only shape on the field that does 

not figure the eternal and universal outlines and meanings of 

square and circle. We are at home plate, the center of all the 

universes, the omphalos, the navel of the world. It, too, plays 

around fours and threes, but altered, a shape unique. The 

Official Baseball Rules: 

Horne base shall be marked by a five-sided slab of whitened 

rubber. It shall be a 17-inch square with two of the corners 

removed so that one edge is 1 7 inches long, two adjacent sides 

are 8½ inches and the remaining two sides are 12 inches and 

set at an angle to make a point. It shall be set in the ground 

with the point at the interse�tion of the lines extending from 

home base to first base and to third base; with the 17-inch 
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