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in the year 18u8, I, Jehn 7. Sosors, of Clympisa, weshington,

reoelved from Capt. indrow turtig, of Portlend, wailng, & groate
randaon of the subjeot of thie Hemolyr, an extract {rom the

Lo %@ﬂh? of my gcreat grenafatiier, Covt. Jonan degers, of
Topsham, Haine, sent him by Cept. Chas, ¥, Hardle, of 4001

Ganp She, Yew Urleans, 8., in vhose posnession the lop book
now is.  This extract ig very inheresting bolrg almost like
derivture in the brovity of ita abatbenonts,

Capte. Hardio, who ig aloo o oront grantaon of Cept. John
Rogers, attaches the following rote to the extract from the
tog book herewith siveon:

"The sbove was in 8 log book In ny possusslion argd I surpose
his loot command 4in the Zeh. Hornak, whieh I fing by log book,
Febe 1, 1789 to 1791; then I finé him in the Brig bolphin, Get,
3rd, 1792 to Hay 1793; thon I Piré he was naster of the jirip Thetls,
Pebe ZTUh L79% o Dec, 17043 then ho nob conmendé of the Bolphin,
28th of yeb., 1795 until 20tk of Mupust, 1796, hls last yoyase
belins from Charleaston, o, ey Lowards Looton, In ancther log
book ¥ Tind that he hod ehores of 5loop Industry from Lpril
ITET until Apesl 20th, 1788."  Chas. @, Hardlo,
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i, John Ropors, wag bern in hevrgotown, iaine, on the 20th

any of Jung, 1745, in Cabbe John Ferker's houge, oy lather

neling oblived 4o Luln ahelbor there in Lhe Sarrisen, fop

fear ol Lhe “ndiong. Sapt. Dorior never having had 8 ohlld

I was cullod afiop Ling he belng sy uncle Ly marriage I vag

intended %o be one of hie helrs. "hen I was sbout twe years

odd ¥ hod tho risfortune of iosing oy uothor in ohil lé-bed ,

the ehild dying slsc. T wao o slekly ehile Tor soveral years,
RO yeoars alter ry mother died my fatier narried agalin

and had three ehlidrern, two of waleh ¢lod in thelr infancy.
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Witk uy Cother untlil his doaths vne then eimteen yesys

b

odd. ¥ lived with 5y stermether sinost cno yeoar altor uy fother's

aeatly thoen T set out for myeedfs ¥ want snd hired TiLh g
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brother-in=law and lived with him until I wae nineteen years
old., I, being jealous that he thougiht me obligated to him,
took Lo the sea two years., I then came home and built cne=-
elghth part of & schooner. (At wy coming home I contracted

an scqualntance withs young woman and courted her to be my
wife.,y AfTter the vessel wos completed I went to sea azain in
my own employ, s brother of mine being master. I sailed with
my brother two years, but as brothers do no always agree the
best, I left him and went in a sloop one gsunner, refore the
mast, as they call the stalblon. The latter part of thé geason
I was put in nester of her, which was the first pﬁ&f@fﬁ@nt that,
I got, and I fam gsent te the Yest inales. After ny return I
married thie young woman of whom I spoke. &y first child T hed

was a son whom I called alter mypelf.

W@

(Note by John R. Rorers:) (This son, John HOpers,
who was my «ruﬁffather, in after yenrm peceme himselfl
& whlp master. I wemenber him vell,)

Now the cares of the world bezan to be considerable. To

home I was a stranger belfore, not having a home to teke ny

r;

wife to. I 8till followed the geo for o living; this year,

9

whieh was 1772, T thought I wmust ot a home of my own, and
guidting the vessel I Liad command of, I went ard bousnt Tifty
acres of land upon credlt, expecting to get the meney from &

friend who had promised 1t to me without my reguest, but as

money comes from them who engrosses like thelr heart's blood,
I was disappointed.

(Note by John 7. Rorerss:) (The land here spoken of
Torms part cf the old Rogers homestead in Topsham,
HMaine, now in the pogseasslion of Thomas Rogers, a
grandson of the subject of this memoir,)
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iy spirits belng high and my creditor dunning, 1 was

put to hard thinking. In the meantime ny wife bore me another
son, which T easlled Willism, alter my Lather. Hy family, beling
now enlarged I got another berth on board a brig. I, beling
frolicsome and having companions of the sane disposition, in

my foolishness in firing off a musket the Zun @plit and tore my
left hand all to pieces. This was 8 heavy pullbaek, I having

& wife and two echildren snd nobhing hut her hands and mine Lo
Surport. I was under the doctor's hands for two nonths with

my hand, before 1t was healed. ¢ then had sharp Llooking out,
winter coming on and no money in ﬁtmck§ I embraced every oppor-
tunity to make = shililing, but by the blessing of God I came
out all right with one hand and o plece of another to lay up

stores for the winter, The next soring I went mate of the brig

D

that I met my misfortune in, and made & guick voyage. I, thinking

I was too hardly doalt by left the employ and stayed on shore
with my wife that fall and winter, snd the next spring, 1775,
I got the conmand of a sloop, which gave a chance to support
my little Tawlly. I cossted sowe and went to the West Indies
and had a good voyase for the owners. The war coming on it
Wes dangerous geing to sem, I stayed on shore, mj wife besare
ing me snother child, a dauchter. I callsd her June., (Jane?%)

(l'ote by John R. Rosers.) There is what seems & well
authentloated story afloat among the kinfolk of sn
adventure which befell Capt. Rogers on & roturn trip
from the ¥est Indies, f.ccording to this, being im
merchant scrvice and unarmed he wae boarded by the
plrate lorgan, a desperate buceanser, Expecting
nothlng tut instant desth ond the loss of all, he
bockoned to Vorgan, who at the hesad of some twenty

of his cut-throats-came on board armed to the teath.
Capt. Rogers maling the Tree ifason's gign of dlstress,
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iforgan Tollowed him into the little cabin below. There

the Pivate acknowledscd "The mystle tie" and coming up

ordered his men back to their ship, sayings "Back with

you, this poor fellow hasg nothing of value zbosrd.”)

By thig time I had something to think of how o malntalin
five in a family. HMNow came on the war between England and
Americe, which mece times far from easy for persong rich or
poor. T took my little Temily and by good husbandry I maln-
tained them, but belng in debt for some part payment of my land,

I wes sharp driven to pay dsebts ond su

nort my famlly. 1

3

folliowaed ay Iarn! for two years but could not ralse

money to defray chargss or nsy debbts, I thought I weuld try a

veyage Lo ses in a ecruising ship, so I entersd pg prize master

wd

on board a Twenty Gun Ship, the Cumberland.

became "A Frivateersmon he has little to say ol

the matter but it . ig nown that kis =2eins in warfare
made vpon the enenles commerce during the Revolutlonary
far paid his debts and left him "ecomfortasbly situated.”

K3k

{Note by John R. Rogers.) The truth 1s, Capt. Rogsrs

Before I sailed I sold as nwuch of my shares asg pald ny
debts, I then went to ses cheerfully, knowing ny fanlly was
provided vith provisions., I meds slx months orn my crulse, I
had the snall pox and fever, which &lscot ceprived me of -ever
geeing my Tawmily agaein, but I gct home the Ist of day, 1778,
whope I Tound one wmere in Tewily that I saw when I went away,

viz: wife had bourne me another son, vhom ¥ called Alexander # ,
I made someihing handeome on ny eruise, which helpsd me to a
comfortable living. I now thought I would not try the sea untll

the times were more peacesvle. I took to my larming agaln, In

1781 my wife bore another daughter, whom I caliled Dlana,
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(Note by John R, Rozers.:) This dauvghter Disna, as stated
in the copy I heve, it seems to ne sholild be written down
Dinah, for that is Ly dmpresgion. I knew her well in my
youth as "Aunt Houghton." She lived in Brunswick, (Topsham
Vitel Records say Dinah. ¥w. I, Yoodward, )

I now having five small children Lo support obliged me to
hurry myself, butb by the blessing of God, my family did not want
for the comforés of life, as ny farm was now under geed cultiva-
tion. In the year 1785 my wife bore me another son, whom I
called Hugh.

(Note by John R, Bogers:) Great Unele Hugh Rocers, father

of fhomas who st1ll lives, I slso remember well. In Iy

youth he wes very old and inelinec to talk of "The old times,"
I remember he was much pleased gt the interest I took in

hlg recital of "The carly deyes" Capt, Hardie is descended
Trom Hugh fogers, his Tather also a soa cantaln having
married a dsughter of Hugh's., She dying, he afterward
married her asister. The ellder Capte. Hs I remember culte well.

This year I got command of a new gloop and spent that
geason in coasting. The next year, the owners not putting the
vessel into any business of profit, I laoft her and went two
voyases as mate. Then I s0t conuand of a large gloon and
followed the Viest Indles trade for two years ond had the
smiling of ¥Frovidence uvon ry endeavors, but not liking the
vessel, I gave up the command of her to the owners. Soon after
I pot the command of a new schooner whleh I now continue in.

JCHYN RCGERS.

et L s {7 H——,

See p. 186, of vhecler's Hist. John rogers, a memher of Commlttee
of Correspondence and bafety, 1781,

See p, &7L, ¥ K " John Rogers, land owner about 1768,
Gee p. 850, " o i H i

CEve . Yoodvwerd.



