
Geneva, Summer 1816



 Fondation Martin Bodmer, Cologny, Genève







Richard Westfall, George Gordon, Lord Byron, 1813



Amelia Curran, Percy Bysshe Shelley, 1819



F.G. Gainsford, John Polidori, c. 1816



Amelia Curran, Portrait of Claire Clairmont, 1819



Reginald Easton, Mary Shelley, née Godwin, 1857 (posthumous)



Jean-Antoine Linck, Genève, Sécheron: vue du Mont Blanc, c. 1810



Maison Chapuis, Montalègre, Cologny





Byron, ms. Childe Harold III, 1816



Lake Leman woos me with its crystal face,
The mirror where the stars and mountains view
The stillness of their aspect in each trace
Its clear depth yields of their far height and hue:
There is too much of man here, to look through
With a fit mind the might which I behold;
But soon in me shall loneliness renew
Thoughts hid, but not less cherish'd than of old,
Ere mingling with the herd had penn'd me in their fold.

  Byron, Childe Harold’s Pilgrimage, III. v.68









Frankenstein: aspects of the novel

 literary 
 
 scientific 

 socio-philosophical
 
 environmental

 mythic



 
   I. Literature



Percy Shelley’s unsigned 
preface to first edition.



Mary Shelley’s Journal, 1816



MS. Frankenstein





  James Lackington bookstore



Editions of Frankenstein, or The Modern Prometheus:

1818 James Lackington, London. Anonymous. 3 vols.

1821 Alexandre Corréard, Paris. Frankenstein ou le Prométhée 
moderne, Mme Shelly. trans. Jules Saladin. 3 vols.

1823 G. and W. Whittaker, London. Mary Wollstonecraft 
Shelley. 2 vols. 

1831 Henry Colburn and Richard Bentley, London. Mary W. 
Shelley. Revised edition in 1 volume. 





Embedded narratives:

  Walton

   Frankenstein 

    Creature

   Frankenstein

  Walton

  Creature 







“I thought Werter himself a more divine being than I had ever 
beheld or imagined; his character contained no pretension, 
but it sank deep. The disquisitions upon death and suicide 
were calculated to fill me with wonder. I did not pretend to 
enter into the merits of the case, yet I inclined towards the 
opinions of the hero, whose extinction I wept, without 
precisely understanding it.”

II. Ch. 7 The Creature to Frankenstein 





“Did I request thee, Maker, from my clay 
To mould me man? Did I solicit thee
From darkness to promote me?—”

Paradise Lost, x. 743-45

“Accursed creator! Why did you form a monster so hideous 
that even you turned from me in disgust? God, in pity, made 
man beautiful and alluring, after his own image; but my form 
is a filthy type of yours, more horrid even from the very 
resemblance. Satan had his companions, fellow devils, to 
admire and encourage him, but I am solitary and abhorred.” 

II. Ch 7. The Creature to Frankenstein



  II. Science





Julien Offray de la Mettrie, 
L’Homme Machine,  1747











“…I thought that if I could bestow animation upon lifeless 
matter, I might in process of time … renew life where death 
had apparently devoted the body to corruption.”

Frankenstein to Walton, I. ch. 3 



With an anxiety that almost amounted to agony, I collected 
the instruments of life around me, that I might infuse a spark 
of being into the lifeless thing that lay at my feet. It was 
already one in the morning ; the rain pattered dismally against 
the panes, and my candle was nearly burnt out, when, by the 
glimmer of the half-extinguished light, I saw the dull yellow 
eye of the creature open ; it breathed hard, and a convulsive 
motion agitated its limbs.

Frankenstein to Walton, I. Ch. 5



Frankenstein, or the 
Modern Prometheus
frontispiece, 1831
Theodor von Holst



III. Political and Social Thought



John Opie, 
portrait of Mary Wollstonecraft, 
c. 1797



“My own sex, I hope, will excuse me, 
if I treat them like rational creatures, 
instead of flattering their fascinating
graces, and viewing them as if they 
were in a state of perpetual 
childhood, unable to stand alone. I 
earnestly wish to point out in what 
true dignity and human happiness 
consists–I wish to persuade women 
to endeavour to acquire strength, 
both of mind and body…”



James Northcote, 
Portrait of William Godwin, 1802





”Everywhere I see bliss, from which I alone am irrevocably 
excluded. I was benevolent and good; misery made me a 
fiend.”

The Creature to Frankenstein, II. ch. 2 





IV. The Natural Environment 



“’We will each write a ghost 
story,’ said Lord Byron; and 
his proposition was acceded 
to. There were four of us.”

Preface 1831 













Jean-Daniel Huber, Vue du pont Pélissier à l’extrémité de la petite vallée de Servoz, 1790
 



 V. Mythology



Heinrich von Füger,
Prometheus bringt der 
Menschheit das Feuer, 1817



“Like Adam, I was created apparently united by no link to any 
other being in existence; but his state was far different from 
mine … He had come forth from the hands of God a perfect 
creature, happy and prosperous, guarded by the especial care 
of his Creator; he was allowed to converse with, and acquire 
knowledge from beings of a superior nature: but I was 
wretched, helpless, and alone. Many times I considered Satan 
as the fitter emblem of my condition…

The Creature to Frankenstein, II. Ch. 7



“How was I terrified, when I viewed myself in a 
transparent pool! At first I started back, unable to 
believe that it was indeed I who was reflected in the 
mirror; and when I became fully convinced that I was in 
reality the monster that I am, I was filled with the 
bitterest sensations of despondence and 
mortification.”

The Creature to Frankenstein, II. Ch. 4



“I shall quit your vessel on the ice raft which brought me 
thither and shall seek the most northern extremity of the 
globe; I shall collect my funeral pile and consume to ashes this 
miserable frame, that its remains may afford no light to any 
curious and unhallowed wretch who would create such 
another as I have been.”

The Creature to Walton, III. ch. 7 



Mary Shelley, 1797-1851
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