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OVERVIEW OF THIS NOVEL

So Much For That, by Lionel Shriver, was published in the same 
year that President Obama signed The Affordable Care Act, 
although Shriver did not think the law would do enough to ease 
the problem of "underinsurance" described in this novel.

Shriver's main characters include Shepherd (Shep) Knacker, 
who is a "handyman" in a home repair business in Brooklyn, 
and his wife Glynis, who has just been diagnosed with 
mesothelioma when this book begins. Shep had hoped to retire 
early to an inexpensive island on the coast of Africa, but that 
plan must be abandoned because his wife need's medical 
treatment and her husband's health insurance policy to pay for 
it. 

Jackson and Glynis have a son in high school and a daughter 
recently graduated from college. Shep and Glynis's best friends 
are the couple, Jackson and Carol Burdina. Jackson is Shep's co-
worker and a deeply cynical observer of politics and 
government in the United States, including dissatisfaction with 
the way that the health system operates. Some of the book's 
harshest attacks on American medicine come from him. 

Two other significant characters in this book are Shep's father, a 
retired minister whose health is also declining sharply, and 
Shep's boss, Randy Pogatchnik, who bought the repair business 
from Shep some years earlier and has been antagonistic toward 
him ever since.

What follows is a series of (relatively) brief excerpts from So 
Much For That, each of which is preceded by a brief 
introduction that gives context for what is currently happening 
in the story.

There are seven excerpts in all that are 
located on the following pages:

First: pp. 45-54

Second: pp. 62-71

Third: pp. 187-201

Fourth: pp. 2011-2016

Fifth: pp. 245-259

Sixth: pp. 342-345

Seventh: pp. 376-384

    ----------------------------------------

Excerpt 1 - A note on the context (pp. 45-54)

In this first excerpt, Shep meets with Glynis's 
oncologist for the first time.















Second Excerpt - A note on the context (pp. 62-71)

In this second excerpt, Shep and his friend Jackson 
take a walk together during over their lunch break, 
and they end up talking about Shep's problems 
navigating the health system while trying to 
arrange and pay for his wife's care. Please note, 
also, that Jackson's daughter, Flicka, has been 
struggling with a serious chronic illness for a 
number of years.













Third Excerpt - A note on the context (pp. 187 - 201)

In this excerpt, Shep and Glynis talk about the early 
stages of her illness and treatment, including the high 
costs of care.
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