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Lev Nikolaevich Tolstoy

1828-1910

Maxim Gorky: There was no room for God and Tolstoy in the 

same universe: they were like two bears in one den.

Isaiah Berlin:  Tolstoy was a natural fox trying to remake 

himself into a hedgehog



Yasnaya Polyana

Wealth
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Rules 1847

• Get up early (five o’clock) 
Go to bed early (nine to ten o’clock)
Eat little and avoid sweets
Try to do everything by yourself
Have a goal for your whole life, a goal for one section of your life, a goal for a shorter 
period and a goal for the year; a goal for every month, a goal for every week, a goal for 
every day, a goal for every hour and for every minute, and sacrifice the lesser goal to 
the greater
Keep away from women
Kill desire by work
Be good, but try to let no one know it
Always live less expensively than you might
Change nothing in your style of living even if you become ten times richer
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Daily Schedule

• 5 to 6, practical agriculture                                                                         

6 to 9, letters                                                                                                 

9 to 10, drink tea                                                                                          

10 to 11, set copybooks in order                                                                                        

11 to 1,  bookkeeping                                                                                        

1 to 1:30, lunch                                                                                         

1:30 to 3,  Italian                                                                                             

3 to 5,  English                                                                                                 

6 to 8,  Russian history

•                                       Nothing done.
8



Kazan University

1830



Student at Kazan



Tolstoy as Soldier











Caucasus War



Ilya Repin, 

1844-1930

Reply of the Zaporizhian Cossacks

1880-1891



Crimean War
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